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Gender and Children’s Fiction	(2011).	She	is	currently	
co-authoring	a	book	called	Children’s Literacy 












































































































There is a growing body of evidence that shows 
that the highest-performing education systems  
are those that combine equity and quality. Equity  
in education is achieved when personal or social 
circumstances, such as gender, ethnic origin  
or family background, do not hinder achieving 
educational potential (fairness) and all individuals 



















































































































edition	of	the	Wiley-Blackwell	Handbook of Gender 
and Language	(2003)	is	entitled	The Handbook of 














































































































































































































































































































































































1.10	Gender and Sexuality in English 














































































































































… the constant struggle by language learners and 
language teachers to find the right words and the 
appropriate grammatical forms to satisfy even basic 
communicative needs leaves little scope to take 



















































It is now beyond dispute that girls receive  
less of the teacher’s attention in class … It applies  
in all age groups … in several countries, in various 
socioeconomic groupings, across all subjects  




















































… although the quest for generalisable gender 
differences is considered passé by many 
researchers in the language and gender field, 
studies comparing male and female students 




































































































































































… to frame the questions, facilitate investigations, 
and explore what is not known … [A] queer 
approach to pedagogy asks how linguistic and 
cultural practices manage to naturalize certain 




























































































































































Kong	Education	Bureau’s	Guiding Principles for 
Quality Textbooks	(2014)	6,	point	C9,	identifying	the	
desiderata,	reads:
There is not any bias in content, such as over-
generalisation and stereotyping. The content  
and illustrations do not carry any form of 
discrimination on the grounds of gender, age,  
















… although there is some variation [in gender 

































































































































And the bride (.) usually (.) if it’s for the church 
wedding will wear white (.) and (.) the bridesmaids (.) 
she will often choose the (.) the outfit for them (.) 
usually she chooses something horrible so they (.) 











… we used to laugh at this – Madame Lafayette …  
we used to ask them ‘look at this, ‘where is she?  
in the kitchen’ – and where else would she be? She 
couldn’t possibly be anywhere else’ so we used to 


































In some other countries the situation seems 
healthier with numerous books, projects, reports 
and journals devoted to social justice and equity  
in education, including the situation of LGBTQ 
students in schools (Elia and Eliason, 2010; Franck, 
2002; Gorski and Goodman, 2011; Hickman and 








































































































… the instructor was discussing the expense of 
buying tickets to a professional sporting match, 
giving an example of how ‘Rob and his husband’ 
were unable to afford them. Three of the four 
students interviewed after this lecture erroneously 
listed this as an example of a time in which the 
7	 ‘Queer’	is	understood	in	this	book	as	an	all-encompassing	concept	referring	to	non-heteronormative	identities	(see	Bucholtz,	2014).
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instructor talked about homosexuality as content. 
They did not recognize the content as about the 













































Even though women as a social category are 
structurally disadvantaged in the patriarchal 
gender order, the intersection of gender with 
other systems of power based on race, social 
class, sexuality and so on means that gender 
oppression is neither materially experienced nor 





The problems of exclusion [in gender studies] 
cannot be solved simply by including Black women 
within an already established analytical structure … 
the intersectional experience is greater than the 
















‘… representational intersectionality’ would include 
both the ways in which these images are produced 
through a confluence of prevalent narratives of 
race and gender, as well as a recognition of how 
contemporary critiques of racist and sexist 






























































































































































































































































































































































titles:	Gender, jak się przed tym bronić	(‘Gender,		
how	to	defend	ourselves	against	it?’)	or	Gender – 



























































































































































































































































































































All official foreign language tests are based on 
standard varieties, and, in the case of English, for 
example, it is either Standard British English or 
General American English. This school objective 
definitely reflects girls’ linguistic preferences and 
therefore might work to their advantage. Moreover, 
male speakers are more likely to swear or employ 
slang expressions in their speech. School curricula 
for foreign languages favor standard languages as 
the most useful and commonly used varieties of a 





















… there is a need to officially recognize the 
gendered differences in foreign language  
learning by, for example, including specific  
testing procedures which would result in regular 
monitoring of gender differences in achievement 
and introducing new teaching and learning  

























Language teaching and learning has often had 
associations with concentrations of power where … 
people have sought to learn languages to gain 
access to power and to resist oppression, and 
people have tried to teach languages so as to  



































































































































































































































































































































































44	Four	different	textbooks	were	selected	for	the	pilot	study,	two	primary	books:	Starland	and	New English Zone;	and	two	gimnazjum	books:	Repetytorium gimnazjalne. 


























































































































































































































































1 10 Teachers Big	city	 70	mins
2 6 Teachers Small	city 51	mins


















































































































































































































































































































































































The gender representation might appear to 
maintain or exaggerate traditional gender roles 
(with or without irony), or might appear 
‘progressive’, representing gender roles saliently 
broadened so as to extend the range of activities 
















































































































































































































































































































































































2. Women occupying a symbolically feminine  









































































































































































































New Matura Solutions upper-intermediate




























2. ‘Females as professional achievers’ vis-à-vis 






















































































































































Zone 3	(primary	level),	Voices 3, English Explorer 2	









Where are the coursebook gays and lesbians? They 
are nowhere to be found. They are still firmly in the 
coursebook closet. Coursebook people are never 
gay. They are either married or studiously single. 
There are no same-sex couples in EFL coursebooks. 
There are not even same-sex flatmates: coursebook 
people live with their families, on their own or with 


































































































































































































































































































































…‘critical’ in the sense that, having reached  
such a point in the textbook, the teacher would	
then	have	to	do	something	about	the	particular	
gender	representation (even if that something  























































































































































































































































… students whose voices are not being 
acknowledged in the classroom may lose their 
desire to learn the language or may even engage  











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































66	This	is	John	Gray	who	authored	Men are from Mars, Women are from Venus.	John	Gray	(2013a,	2013b)	is	a	researcher	affiliated	with	the	Institute	of	Education	at	the	
University	of	London,	and	a	very	different	person.	We	draw	on	the	research	of	the	second	John	Gray,	especially	when	discussing	heteronormativity	(see	Section	5.2).
















































































































































































	 Gender	and	sexuality	in	naturally	occurring	classroom	interaction	 	|	 69



















































































































































































the	back	of	her	debit	card’	(nie jestem jakąś głupią 



















































FS2:		=naprawdę? Nigdy nie oglądasz M	jak	miłość?’


















































T:	 	Właśnie zrobiłem/zrobiłam zadanie domowe		
[I	have	just	done	(m.)/done	(f.)	my	homework]




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































… the multiple forms of engagement should aim to 
offer a safe space in which students could learn to 
recognise and acknowledge existing gender 
discourses and explore alternative discourses, 

































































change	into	classroom	discussion	(e.g.	Ms, she  
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dialog	z	grup	fokusowych;	New English Zone 3)?		
[What	do	you	think	about	this	dialogue?	


































































dialog	z	grup	fokusowych;	New English Zone 3)?		
[What	do	you	think	about	this	dialogue?	(a	
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Przeznaczenie	podręcznika:
Rodzaj	zajęć	edukacyjnych/przedmiot


































































































d. Czy	ma	logiczną	konstrukcję? TAK	 NIE	
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